
Market View
Covid-19 Update

As we continue to manage the impact of the global spread of COVID-19, the need for us, as a 
community, to support and take care of each other becomes even more important. With this in mind, 
we have captured some key insights from the wider marketplace to help you manage your business 
now and in readiness for the better times to come. 

Data sources: Google Trends 
(https://google.com/trends), eBay Motors 
Group Data Warehouse
©2018 Google LLC, used with permission. 
Google and the Google logo are registered 
trademarks of Google LLC.

“Used  Cars” & “Cars for Sale”, Search interest over time 
7 Day Rolling Average, 1st Feb to 6th June, Google Trends

At a glance
Total eBay Motors Group leads by week

Indexed Volume of Leads
Week 10 (w/c 2nd March)  to Week 23 (w/c 1st June), 2020

Data source: eBay Motors Group Data Warehouse
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11th March –
WHO announces 

COVID-19 as pandemic

17th March –
School and Nursery closure 

announced for 20/03/20

16th April –
3-week extension to 
lockdown measures 

confirmed

30th April –
Government says UK is past 

the peak of outbreak

13th May –
Ease of Lockdown 

restrictions

24th March –
UK lockdown 
announced

12th April – Easter 
Sunday 8th May –

VE Day, Bank Holiday

25th May –
Government confirm that car 
showrooms can reopen on 1st

June

1st June –
Dealerships in 

England re-open

• With showrooms open 
again in England, last week 
saw the eBay Motors Group 
deliver the highest weekly 
volume of leads so far in 
2020

• Dealer enquiries were up 
nearly +73% month-on-
month and nearly +200% 
up versus the lowest point 
of lockdown.

• Google Trends data for 
searches for "used cars" or 
"cars for sale” have also 
shown strong signs of 
increased volume, heading 
towards levels of demand 
not seen since the 
beginning of the year.

https://google.com/trends


The Industry View
The popular weekly Motor Trade Radio, in association with eBay Motors Group, has responded to 
the COVID-19 crisis by launching a series of special interviews with industry leaders sharing their 
views on how to manage activities during the lockdown. Here's a summary of the interview 
with Jonathan Holland, Managing Director of ADESA UK, a digital remarketing business on the 
online wholesale market, including which vehicles are in demand and how prices are performing.

• As per January 2020, Lower Medium, Medium and Supermini 

were again the fastest selling sectors, averaging 40 days in 

stock 

• London was the fastest selling region, averaging 29 days in 

stock (3 days faster than Jan 2019) , followed by Scotland at 35 

days

Click here to listen to more interviews from industry leaders on Motor 
Trade Radio across a wide range of download platforms à
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How would you describe online wholesale activity at the moment?
As a digital remarketing specialist we saw increased online activity over the course of May 
as dealers traded-out unwanted stock – which many would have held since the start of the 
lockdown – and started to source new stock. The level of this activity increased following 
government announcements on the easing of its Covid-19 lockdown measures; especially 
the confirmation that showrooms were allowed to reopen in England from 1 June. We have 
also seen an increase in the number of independent and franchised dealers opening 
accounts with us, many of whom are now sourcing cars digitally for the first time.

How are prices performing?
Transaction prices have remained stable throughout the lockdown period and saw day by 
day improvements following the announcement that showrooms could reopen.

What type of vehicles are in demand?
There is a lot of value driven activity around cars, especially superminis, priced under 
£10,000, which is where many dealers are seeing high demand as buyers, conscious of 
social distancing, consider alternatives to public transport.

We have also seen stronger demand than ever for higher value electric vehicles. This 
demand has been led by independent dealers moving to offer buyers more 
environmentally friendly alternatives to internal combustion engine cars.

With showrooms now open in England we are anticipating growing demand for late-plate 
low-mileage cars from franchised dealers who will need to be able to offer nearly-new 
alternatives to some buyers facing long waits for new cars.

With car buyers doing more of their purchasing online, do you envisage dealers also 
sourcing more stock online?
Yes. We think the Covid-19 pandemic will usher in far reaching behavioural changes across 
the sector with online emerging as the most expedient way for corporates, funding 
companies and rental firms to de-fleet and for dealers to buy safely without needing to 
leave their businesses. Digital eliminates the multiple physical touchpoints encountered in 
the traditional physical auction process and will become part of the new norm.

https://motortraderadiocom.libsyn.com/
https://motortraderadiocom.libsyn.com/

